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Winter Assembly – Jan. 21-22, 2012

Alternate DCM Report


The first major order of business on Saturday morning were the GSR & DCM Sharing Sessions. I attend the GSR sessions, and there were many interesting discussions, including:


• Attraction vs. promotion in group growth


• AA vs NA in meeting sharing


• Who can vote at a group conscience


• At current count, over 500 fellowships have permission to adapt our 12 Steps for their use


• Membership – it's not a desire to not drink, it's a desire to stop drinking.


• Need for workshops explaining various levels of service (group, district, area, intergroups, etc.)


• “Pills Anonymous” - prescription addicts


• Open versus closed meetings. Voting to open a closed meeting is a “meeting conscience,” not a “group conscience.”


Following reports from the area officers, business was conducted after lunch:


• 110 voting members registered. 


• The 2012 budget was approved (96-3)


• A motion to remove past delegates from expenses paid was withdrawn after discussion


• A discussion to recommend roving Herbert Spencer's name from the quote in the Big Book appendix and replace it with “author unknown” failed (19-79)


• A motion from the Greenville Tradition Group, asking that “Area 65 endorse a letter which opposes the digital distribution of Grapevine literature through any third party vendors on the grounds that it goes against Tradition 6 – AA’s tradition of non-affiliation” failed after lengthy discussion (16-79). It is my opinion that the issue was not clearly understood – the letter does not necessarily opposed how the Grapevine e-books are being sold, but that website clearly advertises for third-party groups such as iBooks (Apple), NOOK Books (Barnes & Noble), and Kindle (Amazon). I feel this issue will resurface, and that the wrong decision was made.



Later in the afternoon, the various standing committees presented their reports, and that night, a presentation on Step One, Tradition One, and Concept One was given.


Following adjournment, Tammy and I spoke at length with Tom M (Alt. Area Chair) about a District 92 workshop. Tom is to contact us when he has a date that will work.


Sunday's session  mainly was concerned with the Delegate's (Jim C) Report. Jim reviewed the preliminary agenda fot the 2012 General Service Conference in New York in May (the agenda is on-line at neta65.org). While he asked for as much input as possible, he noted the delegate is send to New York “informed but not instructed.”

Respectfully submitted,

David A.

NETA65 Dist. 92 Alt. DCM

